
191-001-HAN BIOL 191 SYLLABUS Fall 2019 

 

LECTURE: 

Mondays, 3:00 – 3:50pm in CAST 51 

Instructor:  Moses Michelsohn mmichelsohn@unm.edu 

Office hours:  Wednesdays, 1:30 – 2:30pm in CAST 66 or by appointment 

ONLINE LAB: 
Teaching Assistant:  Xena Mapel xmapel@unm.edu 

Office Hours:  by appointment 

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
 This course does not require purchase of any textbooks. All required readings will be provided 

on UNM Learn. Students should purchase a notebook for this course to take notes during 

lectures. 

UNM LEARN 
 This course requires that all students have access to UNM Learn. All materials required for this 

course, as well as assessments will be administered through UNM Learn. All students must have 

a UNM email account to access UNM Learn. Course communication will take place using UNM 

email – students must check their UNM email regularly throughout the semester. 

GRADING: 

 Student grades will be based on Lecture Attendance, Lab Assignments, New Mexico 

Biodiversity Project Parts A–D, one Midterm Exam, and one Final Exam. Students are 

responsible for actively tracking their grades on UNM Learn. Student grade concerns should be 

addressed with a TA or instructor as soon as possible upon receiving graded work. Assignment 

grades will be considered permanent three weeks after the due date. Students are responsible 

for adhering to University of New Mexico grade policies (refer to UNM Catalog). This class is 

not offered for Credit/No Credit. 

WITHDRAWAL POLICY: 

 This course can be dropped without receiving a ‘W’ up until the end of Week 3 (Sep 06). 

After Sep 06, students will receive a ‘W’ at the time of withdrawal. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 

 Students are required to arrive at all lectures on time. Please silence all communication 

devices while attending lecture. Students are expected to be present for the entire fifty minutes 

scheduled. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

1. Identify broad measures of biodiversity, describe the concept of a species and how many 

exist on Earth, and identify major taxa in the tree of life. 

2. Summarize biodiversity patterns through space and time, explain the major patterns of 

diversity across the planet, and provide examples of how diversity has changed 

throughout evolutionary time. 

3. Understand the interactions of humans and biodiversity and how these interactions relate 

to economics, conservation, infectious disease, and extinction. 
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LECTURE ATTENDANCE: 

 Attendance at all lectures is required. Students must sign in with their TA at each lecture 

section. Lecture Attendance grades cannot be made up, but the lowest 2 scores for lecture 

attendance will be dropped during the semester. Lecture Attendance is worth 15% of the course 

grade. 

LAB ASSIGNMENTS: 

 Students must complete 9 online Lab Assignments. Lab Assignments will be made 

available on UNM Learn after lecture on Mondays and are due by 11:59pm on the Friday of 

the same week. Students must read/view a series of materials provided on UNM Learn prior to 

completing each Lab Assignment. Extensions will not be given for missed deadlines, but the 

lowest score for Lab Assignments will be dropped. Lab Assignments are worth 20% of the 

course grade (2.5% each). 

NEW MEXICO BIODIVERSITY PROJECT: 

 Students must complete 4 parts of a New Mexico Biodiversity Project. Parts A and B will 

be completed individually, while Parts C and D will be completed as part of a group. The New 

Mexico Biodiversity Project is worth 25% of the course grade. 

EXAMS: 

 Students must complete a Midterm Exam and Final Exam on UNM Learn. Students may 

use all provided materials while working on the exams (open-book), but must complete the 

exams independently. Exams will be timed (students will have 2 hours to complete the exam 

starting when the exam is opened on UNM Learn). Students are advised to take the exams 

using a trustworthy internet connection (e.g. UNM Libraries). Exams will not be reopened due 

to problematic internet connections. The Final Exam will be comprehensive – incorporating 

material from throughout the semester. Each exam is worth 20% of the course grade. 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 

 Assignments are considered late if they are not turned in by their assigned due dates and 

times. All late assignments will receive a zero. In the event of a documented medical or family 

emergency a student must schedule to meet with the instructor to discuss possible makeup 

work. Students with scheduled UNM activities should alert the instructor as soon as they 

become aware of schedule conflicts. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT: 

 Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in 

academic and professional matters. The University reserves the right to take disciplinary 

action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic 

dishonesty or otherwise fails to meet the standards. Any student judged to have engaged in 

academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in 

question and/or for the course.  

 Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or 

assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; hindering the academic 

work of other students; misrepresenting academic or professional qualifications within or 

without the University; and nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filling out applications or 

other University records. 
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ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT: 

 In accordance with University Policy 2310 and the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA), academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies the instructor of 

the need for an accommodation. It is imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs 

to the instructor’s attention, as he/she are not legally permitted to inquire. Students who may 

require assistance in emergency evacuations should contact the instructor as to the most 

appropriate procedures to follow. Contact Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506 for 

additional information. 

TITLE IX STATEMENT: 

 In an effort to meet obligations under Title IX, UNM faculty, Teaching Assistants, and 

Graduate Assistants are considered “responsible employees” by the Department of Education 

(see pg 15 - http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-201404-title-ix.pdf). This 

designation requires that any report of gender discrimination which includes sexual 

harassment, sexual misconduct and sexual violence made to a faculty member, TA, or GA 

must be reported to the Title IX Coordinator at the Office of Equal Opportunity (oeo.unm.edu). 

For more information on the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, see: 

https://policy.unm.edu/university-policies/2000/2740.html 

CITIZENSHIP STATUS STATEMENT: 

 All students are welcome in this class regardless of citizenship, residency, or immigration 

status. Your instructor will respect your privacy if you choose to disclose your status. UNM as 

an institution has made a commitment to the success of all our students, including members of 

our undocumented community. The UNM Administrator’s welcome message is available at 

undocumented.unm.edu 
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Week Date Topic and Assignments 

01 Aug 19 
Lecture Topic: Defining Biodiversity 

Lab Assignment 01:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Aug 23 

02 Aug 26 
Lecture Topic: Patterns of Biodiversity 

Lab Assignment 02:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Aug 30 

03 Sep 02 
No Lecture – Labor Day 

NM Biodiversity Project Part A:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Sep 06 

04 Sep 09 
Lecture Topic: Quantifying Biodiversity 

Lab Assignment 03:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Sep 13 

05 Sep 16 
Lecture Topic: Museum Trip 

NM Biodiversity Project Part B:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Sep 20 

06 Sep 23 
Lecture Topic: Origins of Life 

Lab Assignment 04:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Sep 27 

07 Sep 30 
Lecture Topic: The Phanerozoic 

Lab Assignment 05:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Oct 04 

08 Oct 07 
Lecture Topic: Humans Impacts of Biodiversity 

Lab Assignment 06:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Oct 11 

09 Oct 14 
Lecture Topic: Tree of Life – Overview 

Midterm Exam:  Due by 11:59pm on Wednesday, Oct 16 

10 Oct 21 
Lecture Topic: Tree of Life – Protists – Dr. David Hanson 

NM Biodiversity Project Part C:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Oct 25 

11 Oct 28 
Lecture Topic:  Tree of Life – Parasites – Dr. Sara Brant 

No Lab Assignment – Students should work on their Group Project. 

12 Nov 04 
Lecture Topic:  Tree of Life – Plants 

Lab Assignment 07:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Nov 08 

13 Nov 11 
Lecture Topic:  Tree of Life – Invertebrates – Dr. Coenraad Adema 

NM Biodiversity Project Part D:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Nov 15 

14 Nov 18 
Lecture Topic:  Tree of Life – Vertebrates – Dr. Michael Andersen 

Lab Assignment 08:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Nov 22 

15 Nov 25 
Lecture Topic:  Tree of Life – Arthropods – Dr. Kelly Miller 

Lab Assignment 09:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Nov 29 

16 Dec 02 
Lecture Topic:  New Mexico Biodiversity Project Presentations 

Lab Assignment 01:  Due by 11:59pm on Friday, Dec 06 

17 Dec 10  
No Lecture – Students must complete and submit their Final Exam on 

UNM Learn by 11:59pm on Tuesday, Dec 10. 

 


